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IN NEWS 


Scott Pruitt aims to 
change culture of EPA 


Environmental head re-engineering 
agency by returning power to states 


Not so abominable: 
Yeti linked to bears 


DNA sample from supposed ape-like 
creatures turn out to be from bears 


IN MONEY 
Undeterred by Uber, 
Lyft eyes top spot 


Lyft has gained steadily on its 
ride-hailing rival over past year 


Whistle-blower 
protections in danger 


Supreme Court may prompt more 
narrow interpretation of laws 


IN SPORTS 


Bet on legalization 
of sports gambling 


Overturning ban no longer a long shot 
as Supreme Court hears arguments 


The Bengals’ Michael Johnson will 
wear these cleats Monday. 
CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Cleats offer support 
for social justice 


We talk to five NFL players taking part 
in “My Cause My Cleats” weekend 


IN LIFE 


In ‘Disaster,’ Franco 
wears eccentric well 


Comedy is an ode to the creative 
process, even when it produces a dud 
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Pain free but 
rusty, Tiger ready 
for comeback 


Nearly 8 months after spinal surgery, the 
former world No. 1 golfer hits the course 
in the Hero World Challenge. In Sports 
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New N. Korea missile 
could reach U.S. capital 


First test in 10 weeks 
has longest range 


Jim Michaels and John Bacon 
USA TODAY 


North Korea fired what appeared to 
be its longest-range intercontinental 
ballistic missile Wednesday, breaking 
a 10-week lull between test launches 
this year and dashing hopes that the 
country would curb its aggressive pur- 


suit of a nuclear weapon that could 
strike the U.S. mainland. 

The missile flew 600 miles in a high 
trajectory but would have had a range of 
8,100 miles had it flown in a flat trajec- 
tory, according to calculations by David 
Wright, an expert at the Union of Con- 
cerned Scientists. That would make it 
capable of reaching Washington, D.C. 

The missile was launched from Sain 
Ni, near the capital of Pyongyang, and 
splashed down into the Sea of Japan, 
according to the Pentagon. The missile 


landed inside Japan’s Economic Exclu- 
sion Zone. 

After the launch, President Trump 
said the United States “will take care of 
it. ... Itis a situation that we will handle.” 

White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Sanders said Trump was briefed “while 
(the) missile was still in the air.” 

The State Department announced an 
international effort to step up pressure 
on North Korea that could include inter- 


See MISSILE, Page 2A 


THE GRAMMY AWARDS: NEWS & VIEWS 


Artists of color finally get overdue recognition with nominations 


Maeve McDermott 
USA TODAY 


Top row, Bruno Mars, 


For an awards show with a less- 


Look at the 2018 Grammy nomina- 
tions, and the statistics are clear. All 
five tracks nominated for record of the 
year came from artists of color, as did 
four out of the five nominees for album 
and song of the year. 

Look farther down the list, and you 
see names such as Lil Uzi Vert, SZA, 
Khalid, Logic, Migos and Cardi B — part 
of the new generation of artists of color, 
boosted to the top of the charts by 


Khalid, Daddy Yankee, 
Cardi B and Jay-Z. 
Second row, Childish 
Gambino, Kendrick 
Lamar, Luis Fonsi, Lil Uzi 
Vert and SZA. 
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More in Life 
Some of the biggest 


than-inclusive history, the 2018 Gram- 
my nominations seem like a course cor- 
rection for an institution badly in need 
of one. Considering the looming con- 
troversies of 2018’s awards season, 
which may see the return of 
#OscarsSoWhite, thanks to a lack of di- 
versity among Academy Awards con- 
tenders, the Grammys may be one of 
the few awards shows to get diversity 
right. 

Beyond honoring big names such as 


streaming. 


names got little love 


See GRAMMY, Page 2A 


5 things to know about GOP tax plan 


Herb Jackson 
USA TODAY 


Senate Republicans need 50 votes 
to pass the first sweeping overhaul of 
the tax code since 1986. GOP leaders 
offered incentives to get recalcitrant 
members in line: 


Deficit triggers 


The Senate Budget Committee vot- 


ed Tuesday to send the tax bill to the 
floor after Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
said he had an agreement to rescind 
some tax cuts or eliminate deductions 
if economic growth isn’t as robust as 
anticipated. 

Corker has said he would oppose the 
tax bill if it added to the deficit. Trump 
administration officials said it 
wouldn't, but Corker wanted triggers to 
kick in if they were wrong. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, an 


enthusiastic backer of the bill, called 
fiscal triggers unworkable Tuesday. 


Health insurance 


To lock up support from conserva- 
tives smarting from the Senate’s failure 
to repeal Obamacare, the tax bill ap- 
proved by the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee before Thanksgiving would repeal 


See TAX PLAN, Page 2A 
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